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SIAF2027 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Award Application

Guidelines

Sapporo International Art Festival (SIAF) 2027
https://siaf.jp/

Since 2012, the Sapporo Odori 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery has held the "500-m
Underground Walkway Gallery Award," a competition for contemporary artwork plans and
exhibition proposals, and is now preparing for its 14th edition.

This year, as the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery will serve as a venue for the
"Sapporo International Art Festival 2027 (SIAF2027)" starting in January 2027, we are
holding a special competition to select two artists/groups to exhibit their work during the
festival.

We are seeking exhibition plans for four glass cases (each 12,000mm W x 2,000mm H x
650mm D), totaling 48 meters in length. Proposals should align with the SIAF2027 theme:
"PLANET SNOW — upas mintar / upas nociw" (Reference:https://siaf.jp/en/). We

welcome solo exhibitions by artists, curated exhibitions, or group exhibitions that utilize this
unique underground concourse space.

The two winning parties, selected through document and interview screenings, will
showcase their works as SIAF2027 participating artists in the exhibition starting January 16
(Sat), 2027.

500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Award: https://www.500m.jp/award

Sapporo International Art Festival (SIAF): https://siaf.jp/en/

Facility drawings/blueprints can be downloaded at the following URL.:

https://www.500m.jp/about

Event Overview
m Name: SIAF2027 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Award
m Application Period: April 20 (Mon), 2026 — July 20 (Mon, public holiday), 2026,
23:59 JST
m Exhibition Period
January 16 (Sat), 2027 — March 24 (Wed), 2027
*Although SIAF2027 ends on February 21, this exhibition will continue until March 24.


https://siaf.jp/
https://siaf.jp/en/
https://www.500m.jp/award
https://siaf.jp/en/
https://www.500m.jp/about

m Exhibition Venue: Sapporo Odori 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery
Address: Odori Nishi 1-chome to Odori Higashi 2-chome, Chuo-ku, Sapporo
Access: Underground concourse (B2F) connecting Odori Station and Bus
Center-mae Station

m Exhibition Space: Four glass cases (total length 48m). The two winners will each

use four cases (either the east or west side of the Glass Case Zone).

m Selection Criteria
Alignment with the SIAF2027 theme "PLANET SNOW — upas mintar / upas nociw"
Effective use of the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery’s unique characteristics.
Feasibility and level of completion.
A broad perspective that transcends specific regions and is relevant to the current

era.

m Entry Fee

Free

m Awards and Support
* Artist Fee: ¥300,000 per party
* Production Cost: ¥200,000 per party
* Travel/Shipping Allowance:
Exhibitors based overseas: ¥250,000 each
Domestic exhibitors based outside Hokkaido: ¥150,000 each
Exhibitors based within Hokkaido: ¥50,000 each
m Selection Committee (Jury)
MITSUHASHI Sumiyo (Professor, Department of Art and Culture, Hokkaido University of
Education, Iwamizawa Campus) / Chairperson of the selection committee

YOSHIZAKI Motoaki (Director, Hongo Shin Memorial Museum of Sculpture, Sapporo)

m  Guest Jurors
OGAWA Hideaki (SIAF2027 Creative Director)
HOSOKAWA Asami (SIAF2027 Festival Director)



Application Details
m Eligibility

1.
2.

Open to all nationalities (must be able to apply in Japanese or English).

No age or academic restrictions. Applications are accepted from individual artists,
groups, and curators. (In the case of an exhibition plan by multiple artists or a curator,
please submit the application under a single unit name [within 10 Japanese
characters/20 English characters] as the exhibitor name.)

Must be able to communicate in Japanese or English to complete the application
form, attend interviews, and so forth. Those who have previously won or been
selected for an exhibition in the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Award are also

eligible to apply.

® Application Conditions and Schedule

1.

Must attend the secondary interview in Sapporo. (Scheduled for August 22 (Sat),
2026)

*Those who wish to do so may conduct the secondary interview via Zoom.

Must install your work during the 5-day installation period (January 10 (Sat) —
January 14 (Thurs), 2027) and exhibit in the "SIAF2027 500-m Underground
Walkway Gallery Award" exhibition starting from January 16 (Sat).

Must carry out the removal of the exhibited work on March 25 (Thurs) and March 26
(Fri), 2027.

[Flow from Application to Exhibition (Scheduled)]

1.
2.

Application Starts: April 20 (Mon), 2026

Application Deadline: July 20 (Mon, public holiday), 2026, 23:59 JST [Must arrive
by this time]

Primary Screening: Scheduled for late July to early August 2026

Secondary Interview Screening: Scheduled for August 22 (Sat), 2026

5. Work Installation Period: January 10 (Sat) — January 14 (Thurs), 2027, 10:00-17:00

(5 days)

Exhibition Period: January 16 (Sat) — March 24 (Wed), 2027 (Even after the
conclusion of SIAF2027 [January 16 (Sat) — February 21 (Sun), 2027], the exhibition
at the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery will be held until March 24 (Wed))
Removal and Uninstallation: March 25 (Thurs) and March 26 (Fri), 2027,
10:00-17:00 (2 days)

Only those who pass the primary screening will be notified by email in mid-August
(No notification will be sent to those who are not selected).

The two winning parties who pass the secondary screening will be notified by email

by late August.



= How to Apply

Please enter the required information in the dedicated form below. Please provide a
downloadable link for the two types of submission materials listed below (mail-in
submissions are not accepted). Please prepare these before applying. Since the
500-m Underground Walkway Gallery is a facility located in a public space within the
concourse connecting Odori Subway Station and Bus Center Mae Subway Station,
there are various precautions regarding exhibition. Therefore, please ensure you
follow the following precautions before submitting your exhibition plan.
Please note that minors require parental consent to apply. Applicants who are minors
must attach a signed consent form from a parent or guardian to their application.
There are no restrictions on the format of the consent form.

+ Application Form: https://forms.gle/nQ7Echrcy4rAAcXC9

<Submission Materials> *Please create a download link.

1. Exhibition Proposal Clearly Showing the Exhibition Image and Concept
[PDF / A4 size, landscape / Up to 8 pages compiled into one file / Total size within 10MB]
Please submit materials that specifically describe the exhibition vision for the four glass
cases. Please ensure the descriptions are easy to understand by using drawings or
computer-generated plans. Specifically describe the work's content, size, weight, materials,
media/equipment used, power requirements, etc.

+ The file name should be the applicant's name in alphanumeric characters. (Example for
Taro Yamada — Taro_yamada_plan.pdf)

« If your exhibition plan includes video works, please edit each work to 3 minutes or less for
application purposes and include the link in the PDF.
2. Images of Works or Planned Exhibitions from the Past 10 Years

[PDF / A4 size, landscape / Up to 10 pages compiled into one file / Total size within 10MB]
« For artists: Please include details such as the title, year of production, materials, size, and
concept of each work.

+ For curators/organizers: Please include details such as the title, exhibition period, venue,
exhibiting artists, curatorial concept, and project content for each exhibition.

* For video works: Please provide one representative image per work that summarizes its
content.

* The file name should be the applicant's name in alphanumeric characters. (Example for

Taro Yamada — yamada_taro_works.pdf)


https://forms.gle/nQ7Echrcy4rAAcXC9

10.

1.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Precautions Regarding the Exhibition of Works at the 500-m Underground
Walkway Gallery

[Regarding Exhibition Content]

Expressions that are not suitable for a public space cannot be exhibited (e.g.,
excessive sexual expressions such as nudity; violent or grotesque expressions;
expressions that promote or ridicule specific religions, political groups, or politicians,
etc.)

Please refrain from using expressions, trademarks, products, logos, or designs that
can be considered promotional or advertising.

Works that infringe on copyrights or portrait rights cannot be exhibited. Unauthorized
filming, use, or publication of pictures of individuals is prohibited.

Exhibition of animals, plants, aquariums, or biodegradable items is not permitted.
Works that emit sound cannot be exhibited (regardless of the volume).

If the organizer determines that an exhibit poses a safety risk to the public walkway,
they may instruct you to change the work's shape or request its removal, even after
the exhibition has begun.

[Regarding the Venue Environment]

As the venue is an underground pedestrian walkway, temperature and humidity
cannot be controlled.

Strong winds may blow due to the influence of the subway and outside air.

There are no permanent security guards to monitor the exhibited works. Monitoring is
conducted solely via surveillance cameras. Please note that the organizer cannot be
held responsible for unforeseen incidents, including damage, tampering, or theft.
(Glass cases will be locked.)

There are no permanent staff members to turn equipment on or off after setup. For
works that require activation and deactivation, please create a plan that can be
handled with automatic timers or similar methods.

[Regarding Installation and Fixing Methods]

In principle, please return the exhibition space to its original state.

The walls are covered with a vinyl wallpaper with uneven surfaces.

When using double-sided tape, be sure to apply masking tape to the wall side first.
To prevent falling, affixing items with only double-sided tape is not permitted. Be sure
to secure the pieces with nails, screws, staples, or other fasteners. If objects continue
to fall, the exhibition of the artwork may be canceled.

Exhibiting with the glass cases open is not permitted.

[Regarding Delivery and Removal]



16.

17.

18.

19.

Since the venue is a high-traffic public pedestrian space, work involving noise,
unusual odors, dust, open flames, smoke, or thinners is prohibited during installation
and removal. (e.g., use of sanders, welding, electric circular saws, spray paint, etc.)
If contractors or collaborators are involved during installation or removal, the number
of people must be reported in advance.

Please take any garbage created during installation or removal with you.

[When Using Video Equipment (Monitors, Projectors, etc.)]

As the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery is a facility without permanent staff, the
powering of electrical appliances is managed by an automatic timer.

+ The outlets (2 ports) on the bottom right and the lighting rails on the ceiling are
timer-controlled. Power is turned on at 7:30 and automatically turned off at 22:00.
Please use the bottom-right outlets or the lighting rail outlet for display devices
(monitors).

+ The outlets (2 ports) on the bottom-left toward the glass case are powered 24
hours a day. Please use the bottom left outlet for playback devices (DVD players,
etc.).

- Regarding playback devices, the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery offers DVD
players, but availability is limited. They are compatible with DVDs and USB flash

drives.

[Regarding Equipment]

The following items may be loaned, but please note that availability is limited and may

change. We will consult with you at the time of the exhibition.

LED spotlights: 12 lights (per glass case)
50-inch monitors: 2 units

Projectors: 2 units

DVD players (USB compatible)

[Application Terms and Conditions]

1.

Regarding Application Materials

Among the submitted materials, selected projects and works will be used to promote
this event. Furthermore, all submitted materials shall belong to the organizer, and the
decision to preserve or dispose of them shall be at the organizer's discretion.
Materials will not be returned.

The copyright of the application materials belongs to the applicant. However, the
organizer, like the applicant, shall reserve the right to use archived photos and videos

of the exhibition at the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery.



Applicants guarantee that the submitted works do not infringe any third-party rights.
In the event of any complaints or disputes, applicants must resolve them at their own
expense.

As this is a call for works and project plans, any physical submissions of works will
not be accepted.

Regarding Application and Screening

5. Any applications submitted after the deadline or lacking sufficient information will not

be screened.

We cannot respond to inquiries about the arrival/acceptance of applications or about
the review results of applications.

Regarding Personal Information

The city of Sapporo will manage personal information appropriately and will not
provide it to third parties, except for operations related to the implementation of this
exhibition. The names and backgrounds of winners will be made public.
Regarding Prize Money, etc.

The travel/shipping allowance covers transportation, accommodation, installation,
and removal.

For individual recipients, a 10.21% withholding tax will be deducted from the
production cost. Payment will be transferred to the designated account after the
completion of installation (scheduled for the end of the month after next).

* For overseas recipients, 20.24% withholding tax will be deducted.

Inquiries regarding the application

Inquiries regarding applications should be sent via email. Please use the subject line
"SIAF2027 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Award Inquiry" and contact the

representative listed below. Please be aware that responses may be delayed by 2-3 days on

weekends or holidays. If you do not receive a reply after 3 days, please contact us again.

Application and Inquiry Address

(Consignee for the 500-m Underground Walkway Gallery Project Management) KUNST Co.,
Ltd. / CAl Institute of Contemporary Art / CAIO3

Yumiko Sano

mail: sano@cai-net.jp

m Organizer: City of Sapporo, Sapporo International Art Festival Executive Committee



m Project Management: KUNST Co., Ltd. / CAl Institute of Contemporary Art / CAIO3,
PROJECTA (General Incorporated Association)



